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Apprentices and Servants. 


BCG, 1, 


| Of the Re/; ped due from Servants 


10 Maſters. 


Q. "Fin being particular Duties be- 
, Jonging to every State, pray 
tell me, What are the. Princt> 
pal Duties of Servants ? | 
A. As to what concerns their Maſters, 
and rhoſe,, whom they ſerve, their Prin- 
cipal Duries are, Reſpef, Fidelity, and 
Obedience, 
Q. What d» you mean by .Reſpe# 2? 
A 2 H. 
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A. 1 mean, that Servants are to be 
mindful of the Command given by S. 
Paul, Rom. 13. 7. Render therefore to all 
their Dues .-—— Fear” to whom Fear, Honor 
fo whom Homor. There 1s an Hcnor due 
ro all, who have any, Superiority or Au- 
thority over us: And Maſters being in 
this degree, according to the Order of 
God, thcre is an Honor or Reſpe& due 
ro them from Servants. 

Q. How is this Reſpef to be ſhewn ? 

A. In Behavior, in Words and AGtions : 
Servants are not to ſay or do any thing, 
but all ought to be temper'd wich ſuch a 
ReſpeR, as may be a perpetual Acknow- 
ledgment of the Supericrity Maſters have 
over them. 

Hence, 1f?, - Servants are not to give 
to their Maſters Surly or Diſreſpe&tful 
Anſwers, TOE 

2/y, They are not ro mock them, nor 
by any Words, Signs or Geſtures, expreſs 
a Contempt cf them. : 

3dly, They are not to make any Diſ- 
courſe with their Fellow-Servants of any 
Failings they apprehend cr cbſerve in 
their Maſters, and much leſs with Stran- 
gers. | 

Q. If ther Mafiers, &c. ore whreaſona- 
ble in their Commands, and by Paſſionate or 
Abuſrve Words provolze their Servants, muſt 


rot they anſwer ? A. The 
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A. The Advice given by S. Paul, Tit. 
2. 9. is, Nt to anſwer again, at leaſt, nor 
to Contradit them ; Bur if chere be 
fmetimes reaſon ro give . an Anſwer, 
chen this cannot be reprovd, if ic be 
done with Reſpe&t, TI am ſenfible, how 
difficult chis is, under ſome Provocarions ; 
bur ic being raeir Duty to be ever Reſpett- 
ful and Moderate, the Dithculty obliges 
them ro be more Watchful in their 
Words, but cannor excuſe them from 
their Duty. Every Chriſtian is bound 
ro ſubmic to the Difficulties of their 
State, and bear them witch Patience. 
And ſince this is whar particularly be- 
longs to Servants, they muſt labor with 
Humiliry and Meckneſs te bear the Bur- 
then of their Condition. It were to be 
wiſt'd, that Maſters, and all in Authority, 
would follow the Advice of S. Paid, 
in governing their Paſſions, and uſing 
Moderation with their Servants; bur 1f 
Mafters are wanting to this Duty, and 
are unreafonably provoking, this 1s no 
Warrant for Servants t9 lofe either their 
ReſpeR, or their Patience. 

Q. Hw are Servants ta tome to the Pra- 
Fice of this Advice? 

A. By obſerving. their Maſter's Tem- 
per and their own. If Maſters are of a 
PaMonare Temper, and grow more Exa- 
A 3 ſperared 
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ſperaced. upon. the leaſt Reply, there is 
rhen a neceſfity of hearing all with S1- 
tence, whether the Repraof be deſerv'd 
or no; fince it catinot be adviſable chen 
to ſpeak, when'it can do no Good, bur 
only help to encreaſe rhe Storm. 

The hke Silence ought to be cbſerv'd, 
when Servants know rheir own Weak- 
neſs tro be ſuch, | that however they re- 
ſolve upan” being Moderare in their Ag- 
1wers, yet they ſeldom begin ro ſpeak, 
bur Paſſion ſoon. carries them "ww b1-4g 
all Bounds of Mcderation and Refpe@; 
for in this Caſe again, 'tis berter ro be 
wholly filent, than ro make things worle, 
by ſpeaking. | © 

Q. But may not. there be juſt Occaſion for 
Servants to ſpeak, when they are unjuſtly 
reprovd, or have unreaſonable things impor d 
'on them ? | RET os | 

A. There may be often ſufficient Oc- 
caſ1on for peaking kurt it cannot be 
reaſonable Servants , then to. fpeak, 
when Maſters are not diſpcy'd to hear. 
. Whatever therefore the Occation be, it-1s 
much betrer to be filent for the preſent, 
- while Paſſion. makes the Maſter. unf to. 
hear cr judge aright, and to wait for ſome- 
b2rer Scaſon, when all things being com- 
pos'd, he may be in a Diſpohtion of hear- 
_ 1ng and, doing that which is juſt. 

| Q.. But 
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Q. But don't you think it hard to ſe 
ſilent, when Servants know themſelves to 
wnjuſtly reprovd, and are. condemn'd for 
what they never did 2? 

A. I have already own'd this to you; 
but ir being a Hardſhip belonging ro 
their State, they are bound to be pre- 
par'd for ir: And if they cannor ſub- 
mir, they are nor ſach Chriſtians, as 
rheir Condition requires : them to be. 
Hear from S. Peter's Advice, what he ex- 

from Servants: Servants, ſays the- 
Apoſtle, be ſubjeZ to your Maſters with all 
Rar, not only to the Good and Gentle, but 
alſ> to the Froward, 1 Pet. 2. 18. He 
expedts from them, that wich Patience 
_ bear the--Inconveniencies of their 
a er's Paſſion ; een 
ncouragement, hev | | 
f rhey do well, and ſuffering for ir, rake 


it partie þ ed acorptable go One Here 
he Cape, ir may be their Caſe to ſuf- 


= — and inſtead of ex 


rowards them, he adviſes 

them to ſubmic wich Patience, with the 

Aſſurance of doing in this what is well-. 
pleafing ro God, 

Here then you ſee Servants have the 


ſame Encouragement to bear with the 


uncaſte Temper of thoſe over rhem, 
and likewiſe whatever Trouble theſe give 
A+ m, 
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Inftruftions for. 
*them, as all other Chriſtians have to bear 
patiently all che Difficulcies and Misfor- 
tunes of Life; and this Encouragement 
1s, that Paxient Suffering 15- well-pleafing 
to God, and that he will be their Re- 
ward. 
. When again are Servants to pradtiſe 
this Silence 2 
A; When by Obſervation they -find 
'thoſe, whoare over them, to be natural- 
tf of a Frertful and Uneafie Temper, 
which ſeldom ſeems pleas'd with any 
thing, and therefore ſcarce knows any 
other Language with Servants, beſides 
making Exceprions, and finding Fault, 
Q When again ? h | 
.. When they have Reaſon to beleve, 
that the Occaſion of rheir Maſter being in 
Paſſion with them;is becauſe of ſomeTrcn 
ble,Misfortune or Pain, which has puthim 
our of Humcr. In theſe two Caſes; tis beſt 
for Servants to be Silent under all manner 
.of Reproof, becauſe, tho' it may be ex- 
preſs'd wich Sharpneſs, yer "they -have 
reaſon to believe, that it is either nothing 
more than their common way of ſpeak- 
ing; or that the Paſſion 1s nor rais'd a- 
gainſt them, - bur only tel! upon them, as 
they by chance came in rhe way: And 
thar if they ler it paſs, all will be! ſoon 
eompos's again. 
es Le 
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Ic is a common Duty of all Chriſtians 
ro bear with the natural Imperfeftions of 
their Neighbors, - and peaceably to ſub- 
Mic to the *Mortification of rheir Diſa- 
greeable or Uneafie Temper, as there 
may be occafion for it. And. this Duty 
prefſes more parricularly in regard of 
thoſe, who have Authority and Come 
mand over us, fo that we cannot impatt- 
ently complain of their difficult Humor, 
without a Fault, Have not then Servants 
Reaſon to bear in Silence the uneaſie 
Temper of Maſters, fince there is no 
Perſon in whatever Conditton, but who 
is. oblig'd £5 diſſemble many an Uneafi- 
neſs given them by thoſe, with whom 
they live, for the keeping of Peace ; and 
thoſe; who have nor Patience for this, 
how is it poſſible they ſhould eſcape being 
in a perpetual Fret within,and a perp' 
War without? The Caſe therefore of 
Servants is not ſo particular in this Poine, 
but ir belongs to other States, all having 
this Hardſhip to bear in ſome degree or 
other : . And this many Servants find, 
who changing their Condition, in hopes 
of being relievd. ta their preſent Com- 
plaints, fee theniſelves oblig'd to anorher 
Bret of Compliance, ſach as makes g1em 
think all their paſt Uncaſineſs to haye 

A 5% been 
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been x flappineſs, m compariſon of 
what they now 1nffer. 

» Then you recomend Silence; 'as 1 
Genes Rale -4 Servants, under al Mun 
ner of Reproof 
_ A, There hut however be ſume Ex- 
ceprions, as when a Mafter preles 1 Sex- 
Yant to give art Anſwer; fer uns it 
Bethe, + that there may be as great 

'n this Stubbern Silence, as 
rhere pen at other times m being too for- 
ward. in atrfiwetitg. Tt may hkewife be 
allow'd thetn, in any Reproof, to make 
their, Plea tn fhort, by declaritig the 
Truth; and if this be trot accepred, then 


to fubrhlt "in $lence and Ph ce, M4- . | 


ther than juftifie rheniſelves by Paſſion. 


it wh gin likewiſe be di 4d ih- Sex- 

k, when they can do it 

- ms Re | manner, per Maſters 
e in the Liberry they'takt 


ys, therefore-rhar T Courage here mn 
Servants, is only fach Spezking, fucti Re- 
plies, atid fuch Anfivers, as are not be- 
comin} 'their Condition ; bur having 
tomething of DilreſpeRt in the, are to 
be. corttemn'd as Offences againfr the 
General Dury of: rHeir Scare. { Atid his 
being a Dury, 'which God has Tmpogt on 
them, they are bound to eomply with it, 
as they defire to be tis Seryants. - If it be 
tCOU- 
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troubleſome, ir is a Trouble, which may 
be overcome by watchful Endeavors ; 
their own Intereſt obliges them. to take 
Pains in this ViRtory, that they may have. 
Peace here,. and hereafter. 


SECT. IL 


Of Fidelity, in duly performing 
what they undertake. 


Q W# is the Fidelity belonging to Ser-- 
| , wants ? | 

A. Tis a Dury,by which hey ate oblig'd 
ro be Faithful 1n #l, Whatcyer belongs ro 


their Charge. 


. In what does this chiefly conſot * 
>. It. confifts chyctly xa, *"Y 
rhac 1s, .in duly performing whar they un- 
dertake; and in managing with Care: 
whatever 1s entruſted wirh them.” .-. - 

.Q. How ave they. to ſatisfie the firſt Part,. 


of duly performing what they undertake? 


A. S. Pail tells them: how, Epheſ.6,6.. 
They are to do all, Not with: Eye-Serwce,. 
as pleaſing. Men, but as the Servants of Chriſt, 
doing the Will of Gad from the Heart. .- Do- 
ing their Service with god Will, as to the» 


Lyrd, and not as to Meh, knowing, that 


whatever 


I2 Infirullions ſor 
whatever Good thing Man does, the ſame he 
fhall receive of our Lord, whether he be Bond 
or Free. 

Q. What does S. Paul teach Servants in 
theje-Words 2 

A. He teaches them ſeveral things : 
Firſt, That they ought to look on them- 
ſelves, as the Servants of God. 2dly, 
That m whatever Service they pertorm, 
they are to endeavor, not only to pleaſe 
the Eye of Men,. but do all with that 
Care, as to pleaſe the Eye of God. 3aly, 
That the Motive in ali they do, eughrt to 
be, to.comply with the Will ot. Gcd, 
4thly, That the Comfort of all their Ea- 
bors is to bez that the moſt difficulc La- 
|bors, are, due ro God; that God will be 
the Recompence of whatever 15. done 
taithfully, who has no Reſpet of Perſons, 
but 'wall reward the Servant, according 
ro hisWorks, as well as the Maſter. 
_ Now if Servants 'are to do all things, 
nor as pleafing the Eye of Men, bur as 
pleaſins God; it is very plain, thatSer- 
-vants are nor only to be Careful and Ex- 
at in what they do, when their Maſter's 
Eye is. to examin their Work; but hike» 
wite when they have no Eye over them, 
to commend” their Diligence, or reprove 
rheir 'Negle&: Becauſe the Work they 


wndenake is their Duty, and. ought to be 
' done 
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done for Dury ſake, and becauſe God 
always ſees them. This is the Fidelity 
belonging to Servants, as to this Poinr, 
and is the Meaning of S. Pauls Words, 
when he bids them do all, not with Zye- 
Service, as plzaſing Men, but as the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, and doing the Will of God 
from the Heart, And it they follow his 
DireQion, they may be ſure, . beſides the 
Yearly Wages from their Maſter, they 
wilt have God to reward them. 

Whence 'tis very evident, thoſe. Ser- 
vants are wanting, to their - Duty, and 
commir a Sin, who are then por care- 
ful, when they have an Eye over them, 
or know what they do will ' be ſeen , 
but in other Circumſtances, when they 
have no Witneſs, and apprehend no 
Reproof of their Negle&t, do. their 
Work careleſly, or leave it undone; 
for theie are only EyeServants, . they 
forget- that they are the Servants of God, 
and-inſtead of a Reward, will find him 
the Puniſher of their Neglect. 


SECT. 
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Of Eidelity, in managing what #s © 


entruſted with them. 


OW are Servants to ſatisfie the 
L H other part of Fidetity, which js 
that, Of managing with Care, whatever is 
entruſted with them 2 
A. They fatishe this, by being ſo Care- 
ful and Juſt in all they underrake, that 
their Maſter be not'a Loſer in any Way, 
thro' cheir Fault. 


x BY chis then Servants are oblig'd, 
Firſt, 


To be ſo careful of whatever Goods- 
are under their Charge, that they be nor 
injur'd, loft or ftoln, by their Sloth or 
Negle&.. You know how many things 
require the Care of Servants, as in all 
belonging ro Furniryre, Cloaths, to- Ear- 
ing and Prinking, gyc. Without this 


due Care, ſome of them are very much . 


prejudiced, others become wholly Ute- 
kfs, and the Maſters are often grear 
Sufferers, by Servants not being diligent 
Mm what they undertake, and is their Du- 

ro do. 
Secondly, They are oblig'd ro ſee, there 
be no Waſte of any thing under their 
Charge, 


- Ho -. —— a 


all char miſ-fpent, which ay © 
according to their Order, whom: 


Apprentices and Servants. 15 


Charge; bur muſt manage all with. as 
much Care and Frugaliry, as if it were 
their own. Fneed nothere mention Par- 
ticulars;/ they, who know whae belongs - 
to a Family, know likewife, there is 
Farce any rhing in it, buc'whac & fab- 
je& co Waſte; and that tho' the Concern 
feeras nor much, yer at the Years end 'ris 
a grear Expence to the Maſter, if 1n the 
Uſe and' Care of every thing, there be 
not thar due Management /in Servant, 


which is neceflary tro prevent the Waſte 


of them. 

Thirdly, They are oblig'd to. fee, thar 
nothing under their Care be milpent, 
broken or loſt. And they mw rata- 
1 ey 
ſerve. Whence it cannot. be allowd 
rhem, eicher to give away, OP to treat 
Companions: or Friends, with what be- 
longs: ro their Maſter, any fiirther, than. 
they have his Order, or have ſufficient 
Reaſon'teo prefume of his Conſent. - Aud 
as 'rhey' are not to do this themſelves, 1o 


neither are they to give Opporrunity to 


erhers of doing it, thro' thew New R 
by -careleſly leaving the Keys of things 
under their Charge, in publick, or by 
lerrins Doors cr Boxes be open, which 
they ouzht to keep lockt. For whatever 

COMES 
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comes thus to be taken away, muft be 
charg'd to them, as occafion'd ; by rheir 
Negle&t. Tho' all Servants are, in ſome 
degree or other, concern'd in this, yer 
none more than Apprentices, who have 
the Care of a Shop left to them ; and 
therefore, it chefe,: by Careleſneſs, or by 
talking with Companions, or by leaving 
the Shop, are the Occafion of their Ma- 
© fter being defrauded or robb'd, they muſt 
anſwer for the Wrong done ; fince the 
Care of Goods being entruſted with chem, 
'ris the ſame thing to the Maſter, whe- 
ther he be robb'd by his own Servants, or 
by ſuch as are 1nvited and encouragd by 
their Carelefneſs. 

Fourthly, They are oblig'd to be juſt in 
all Accompts. of Money; 1o as neither 
ro take Money from thoſe, vhon they 
ſerve, nor fer down to their Accomprt a- 
ny more, than has been laid our by their 
Order. In this they onght to. be very 
Juſt, notwithſtanding the faireſt Oppos- 
runicies of defrauding the Maſter, with- 
out. any Poſſibility of his coming to the 
Knowledge of it. As they are not to 
wrong him, by taking Money, ſo neither 
by keeping whagx is his in their Hands, un- 
known to him: And therefore nothing 
of this can be done, wichout an evident 
Injuſtice, which, tho' hid from Man, ts 
known 
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known to God, and will be ſeverely pu 
niſh'd by him, even more than common 
Theft, 1ince the Truſt reposd in Ser- 
vants makes their Crime worſe than that 
of Robbers. | 
Fifthly, They are oblig'd to be Juſt, in 


* Whatever Money they lay our for their 


Maſter, and never ro make ſuch Bargains, 
in which they themſelves may be Gain- 


ers by their Maſter's Loſs. They muſt 


nor therefore, by the Encouragement of 
Bribes, be periwaded, either to give 
more for what they Buy, or take lefs for 
what they Sell, than they would do, 
were the Concern altogether their own. 
They muft not Buy at a Shop, which 
allows them ſomething for their Cuſtom, 
when they might buy either betrer Goods, 
or betrer Cheap at another Place, which 
gives no ſuch Encouragement. If by 
their Induſtry or Art, they have made 
a better Bargain in Buying or Selling, 

than their Maſter expeQs, the Advan” 
tage 15 to be their Maſter's, and not 
their own: If he will reward them for 
w, he may ; but they muſt notreward 
themſelves, by eirher ſetting down more 
than what the thing coſt, in Buy- 
:1ng, or reſerve any part to themſelves of 
the Price receiv'd in Selling. 


_ Q. 4re 
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Q. Are Seruants then to have no Encou- 
ragement for being indaeftrious ? 

A. This muft depend wholly on the 
Maſter: And if he ſhould be fo hard, as 
not to give them ſo much as Words 
for whar they ds in his Service, yer till 
they are to be induſtrious in all they do 
for him, to the beſt of their Skill and 
Power. The reaſon is, becauſe 'ris their 
Duty co be Faichful in their Service; 
womens - are Pere. and it is to 
be done for his and their own fake, tho” 
the Maſter may ſeem not to deſerve it: 
For they are 'to do rheir Service with good 
Will, as to the Lord, , and not as ta Men. 
Whence thoſe Servants have a great At- 
count to give, who being put out of Hu- 
mor by the undue or ſevere Reproofs of 
their _ are, upon this, ho 19-46 in 
his Service, tiegle their Duty, and matter 
hot how Neg they miſ-ſpend kixMoney, 
ot waſte his Goods, For in this they are 
wanitifig ih that Fidelity, which God de- 
mands of them, ati is therefore due, 
hor only ro rhe Gettle and Meck, who 
pive Encoutagement, and ſectn to deſerve 
it, but likewife to thoſe of the moſt 
Harſh and Froward Tempet. 

Q. In relation to what you have ſaid 
above, pray tel tne : My not Servants 
tabe any thing, which is uſually yu by 
thoſe 
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thoſe Shopkeepers, where they are Cuſtomers 
all the Tear 2 
A. If ſuch Shopkeepers rate their Goods 
accordingly, and make the Maſter pay 
what they are to give to their Servants, ir 
15 not then fair dealing on either fide. 
Bur if Servants are Induſtricus tro examin 
the Price of things, and do net keep to 
a Shop, bnt where things are as Good, 
. and at as tow a Rate, as they can buy 
= _ nee, Nap _ NO _— 
But this Ty Point, tn which Servants 


. ought. to be very gone of themſelves ; 


becauſe in the Bu of Money, every 
one is apt to judge too fav of 


, what is for their own Intereſt: And 


therefore if they do nor often try the 
Price of things at other Places, I fear 
the Hopes of their owt Gain will lefſet\ 
their Induſtry, and make ther pay in 
their Maſter's Wrong, | 


SECT. 
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S'E-G: T. IV. 


Of Obedience due to Maſters. 
Q. VV Hat is the Obedience Servants 


owe their Maſters ? 

A. S. Paul declares this Duty, Colo. 3. 
22, Servants, -obey in all things your Ma- 
fters, according to the Fleſh ; not with Eye- 
Service, as pleaſing Men,- but in Singleneſs 
of Heart, fearing God. And. whatever you 
do, do it b:artily, as to the Lord, and not 
fo Men; knowing, that of the Lord you 
ſhall receive the Reward of the Inheritance : 
Fir you ſerve the Lord Chriſt, But 
be that Wrong, ſhall receive the Wrong 
be has done; for with God there 1s no Re- 
ſpe of Perſons. 

Here you ſee the full Dury of Servants, 
as to this Point: Firſt, That there is an 
exat Obedience due from Servants to 
Maſters, in all that is not Sinful. 2dly, 
That this ought not to be done, upon 
the Motive of Human Reſpe&t, of Hypo- 
criſie, Flattery or Intereſt, but Sincerely, 
in Submiſſion to the Order of God. 3dly, 
Thar they are to confider the Authority 
of God in him, whom they ſerve. 4thly, 


Thar they are not to regard the Failings, 


Weak- 


LT ne. 
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Weaknefles, or Ill Humors of their Ma” 
ſter, bur che Authoricy of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom they ſerve in him, and by whote 
Aurhoriry he commands. 5$thly, Thar 
whatever they do upon Command, they 
be mindful ro do it, in Obedience t9 
God, and in ſuch a manner, as ro hope 
for a Recompence from him. Laſtly, 


That if the Maſter deals unjuſtly wit! - 


them, they are to defire no Revenge, 
bur remir their Cauſe ro God, who will 
puniſh Injuſtice, whether. in Maſter or 
Servant, withour Diſtin@ion of Perſons. 

In this Dire&ion given by S. Paul, who 
ſhews, what 1s to be the Obedience of 
Servants, you may obſerve, 

Firſt, That Servants offend God by diſ- 
obeying their Maſters,and by ſo doing, are 
guilry of Sin, 24ly, Thar if they grum- 
ble, and expreſs an Unwillingneſs to 
comply with cheir Maſter's Commands, 
they fall ſhort of what S. Paul requires 
of them, which is, To do their Service 
with Good Will. 3dly, If they do nor 
what he commands, * heartily, and as 
ſervings God, notwithſtanding all the 
Moroſe and Peeviſh Humors, ro which he 
may be ſubjet, they wrong their own 
Souls, and cannot expett the Reward pro- 


mis«d to thoſe, who do all their Service 
heartily, «es to the Lord, 


Q. 1s 
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Q. Is there no Exception in this Obedience 
due to Maſter ? What if they require that 
of Servants, which: they never undertook, 
and in Reality belongs not to them to. do. ? 

A. Where this is evidently the Caſe, 
it-is a good Plea for-an Exception. Bur 
there cannot cally be Evidence m this, 
becauſe rhe Work of Servants i ſeldom 
ſo ſtrifly limitted 3; for whatever the 
Buſmeſs + for whielk, they are--raken, 
yer *ris/ generally, fappos'd, they ſhould 
be ready to- fer thei Hand to any thing 
 elde, if thro' any Accident, - is be requir'd 
of them. And therefore F cannot bur 
fear, when Servants make this. the Rea- 
ſon, for' not doing what they are com- 
manded, ire is generally the Effet of 
their own-Sloth er IH Humor, which-take 
up this Argumens to-cover them. 

Q. But will-mtt Servants ſoon be impos'd 
on, who except againſk nothing, that js- 
requiy d of them: ? 

A. k is poſſible rhey may, but this can 
be only from very 1l|-natur'd People : 
For certainly with all- others, there. 15 
nothing cat» more recommend Servants, 
 and& make them more valuable, than. 
when they are of a free Diſpoſition; 
and ever neady to put; their Hand to any. 
thing, as Occaſion may' require, tho” 1x 
be: nor what properly belongs to _— 

ag Place : 
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Place : This has ſomething generous in 
it, and cannot fail of gaining the Eſteem 
and Loye of thoſe, whom they ſerve. 
And as for thaſe Servants, who are more 
Formal and; —— —— 
ren making Excepnons, eftion 
Whether doing ſack and. ſuck things belongs to 
their Place * "Tis certain, tho' they may 
thus.exdeavor to prevent what they call 
being impos'd on, yer that they are Loſers, 
by this. exceffive Nicety, by thus draw- 
mg on themſelves the Diſhke of thoſe 
over them, who cam never judge then 
fir for their Service, fince the Buſineſs of 
a Family, in the many Accidents, to. 
which it is ſubje&, carr never allow of 
this Confin'd and: Formal Temper, and 
there is. nothing: more diſturbs the: Peace 
of a Family, and makes Quarrels amongſt 
Servants, than the Ceremonies of one 
tuch Nice one, who is fo fearful of going 
beyond = rm __ 
; Well, but if 2 Servant: be: commgn 
wk what 'in it ſelf is Unlawful and 
Sinful, muſt he obey * 

A. No; in this Cafe, God is to be 0- 
bey'd, who. forbids m, and not Man. 
Hence if a: Maſter is fo ill a-Chriſtizan, as 
t@ require what is evidenaly Sinful; the 
Servant. is not only bound: ro. venture 
his Difpleaſure, but likewiſe the Loſs = 

+ tis 
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tis Place, rather than comply wich ſuch 
Commands; and if the Fear of ſuch a 
Loſs prevails on him to a againſt his 
Conſcience, he may be aflur'd, he in fo 
doing, forſakes God for Man, and can 
be no Diſciple of Chriſt. 

Q. What if the thing requir'd of the Ser- 
vant be not in it ſelf evil, and yet ſo, as to 
be concurring and aiding in ſomething that 
is Sinful ? There are many ſinful Intriegues, 
which cannot be manag d, without the Know- 
ledge and Aſſiſtance of the Servant. A like 
Concurrence is neceſſary in Frauds and Op- 
preſſions. A like in Drunkenneſs, 8:c. Can 

4 Servant concurr in theſe, in Obedience to 
thoſe, whom he- ſerves ? 

A. No, he cannot do ir, without be- 


ing guilty of the Sin, in which he con- 
currs, that 1s, it he does it with the Know- 
ledge of his concurring to what - 15 fin- 
ful. He that keeps Watch, while the 
Houſe is robh'd, is guilty of the Robbery, 
He that carries Meſfages, or conveys Let- 
rers, for che rmmgg ee a Wickedneſs, 


and knows what he does, 1s guilty of 
whatever Crime it be, to which he di- 
realy concurrs. And I cannot bur think, 
thar he, who carries Drink to his Maſter, 
when he knows, 'ris to make him Drunk, 
might, with as much color of Innccence, 
ferch Poyſon for one, who teems refolv'd 


o drink it. Q. } 
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. If the Maſter commands nt what, is 
direttly Sinful, and yet hinders the Servant 
from complying with ſuch Duties, which he 
thinks himſelf in Cmſcience oblig'd to ſatiſ- 
fie; is this ſufficient Reaſm for the Servant 
to diſpence with ſ.ch Duties, or is he oblig'd 
to quit the Service ? 

A. Some kinds of Duries, as of Prayer, 
gotng ro Church, (4c. may be ſomerimes 
diſpencd with, in Compliance with a 
Maſter, and rather than diſturb the Peace 
.of a Family : But if the Circumſtances 
of rhe Family, or the Bufineſs of ir, or 
the Perverſe Humor of the Maſter be ſuch, 
as generally not ro allow the Servant 
Liberty of performing ſuch Duties, which 
in Conſcience he is oblig'd ro fatishie , 
then the Servant is bound to quir ſuch a 
Place, and ſeek another, where he ma 
have Opportunity for ſatisfying his 
Conſcience. 

Q. But if he has a great Advantage 
whore he is, and cannot change, but with 
very conſiderable Lyſs ? 

A. He is ftill bound to feek another 
Place, hecauſe the Advantage of this 
W.rld is not lawful, when it is to the 
Loſs of the next. Servants, as well as 
others, are bound, in the firſt place, ro 
ſeek the Kingdom of God; and, if they 
ſtay in ſuch a Place, where they cannor 

E feck 
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ſeek the Kingdom of Gced, by ſerving 


him, as chey know they are obligd, the 
offend againſt this Command ot Chriſt, 


= neglecting the Kingdom of Gcd, fer . 
the 


Convenience cr Intereſt of this 
World, Upon which Contideration, I 
think all Servants, 'in the Choice of a 
Place, ought nor only to have Regard 


.ro the Wages, but likewiſe (and that more 
-pruicipally) to. the Convenience of feck- 
-1ng the Kingdom of God, in being tree 


from ul Company, in living -.in Chriſtian 
Diſciplin,, and having the Opportunity. 


- of ſerving God according to Conſcience. 


And, as for thofe, who take not this in- 
to Conſideration, but for an inconfider- 
able Intereſt put their Salvation to the 


(hazard, *ris afign, their Concern for Eter- 


nity 1s not- great; and then how little 
can their Hopes be of coming to the 
Promiſes made to thoſe, who ſeek firſt 
the Kingdom of God ? 

Q. 1 apprehend now, hww far Obedience 


" goes : But pray tell me;, way not there be 2 


Fault in Servants, in doing more than they 
are Commanded ? 

A. There may ſometimes, by out-go- 
ing their Maſter's Orders; but the part1- 
cular Caſe is in thoſe Servants, - whe, 
having the Care of Children, quite cutgo 
rheir Commiſſion, 1n taking upon them to 
corre(t - 
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corre& them, without Orders for it, and 
ever treating the Children, -according as 
they themſelves are out of Humor ; ſo that 
if rhey happen to.be chid,. the Ghilgren 
muſt certainly be beaten for it. This 1s 
noc Obedience, but Uſurpation, and ſuch 
as Servants cannot anſiver ; I confels, un- 


coward Children may ſeem ro-want ſuch 


Correftion ; and Servants may: try all o- 
cher ways to bring them 4nto better Or- 
der, -but they muſt -not endeavor it by 
bearing them, except they have exprels 
Order for it ; and even then ought to be 


_ very careful, chere be no Paſſion, tn what 


they do. 
As giving Corre&ion is generally exs 


\ ceeding Commiſſion ; ſo -frighting Chil- 


dren 15 much more ſo, -and therefore not 
ro be done on any account. Thoſe, who 
know the Miſchiets caus'd in Children by 
Frights, muſt be Barbarous, if they at- 
rempt it; and ſuch as do it, without 
thinking of che Miſchief, berray their In- 
diſcretion, or want of - Experience, and 
ſhew themſelves unfit-for the Charge they 
have undertaken. 
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SECT. V. 
of Duties to Fellow Servants. 


Q. 8 are the Principal Duties of Ser- 
vants to thoſe, who are over them ; 

but are there not other Duties or Rules to be 

obſerV'd to Companions or Fellyw-Servants ? 

A. Thereare; and they are ſuch, that 
if they are not carefully cbſerv'd, 'tis im- 
poſſible they ſhould be gocd Servants, cr 
larisfhe rhoſe Duties they owe rheir Ma- 
ſters. 

Q. Which are theſe ? 

A. The Firſt is that of being Mild and 
Moderate both in Words and AQtions ; this 
15 neceſlary fcr living in peace with Fel- 
low-Servants ; becauſe ſ:me are ſo ſub- 
jett ro Patfion, that a moroſe cr harſh 
word 1s enough t3 raiſe ir, and occaſion a 
Quarrel. Tins Moderation is with the 
more reaſon expetted trom Servants to 
their Compamons, becauſe they know 
how difagreeable and uneaſie it is xo them 
ro be treated with harſhneſs by thoſe, 
whom they 1erve; and having often oc- 
afton of tecling this in themſelves, one 
would think ir ſhould make them very 
careful, in nor giving a like uncafineſs ro 
their 
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cheir Companions. - And hence their lit- 
tle Reflection is very ſurprizing, who 
knowing not how to rake a haſty word 
from choſe, who are over them, without 
Reſentments and Complaints of their ill 
Humor, upon the leaſt occaſion are fo 
Snappiſh and Moroſe to their Fellow- 
Servants, as if none had any Senſe of III 
Uſage, befides themſelves. 
- This is a Point I preſs to the Confidera- 
rion of Servants, for their Common Peace 
for rhar living under the ſame Roof, they 
are bound tro maintain a ſtriter Bond of 
Charity with their Fellow-Members ofthe 
fame Body, than with - Strangers, and 
rherefore ought to be very careful in a- 
voiding all that, which may give an 
diſturbance, or cauſe uneafinefs in their 
Companions, For this end they oughr to- 
be ever mindful of doing, as they would' 
be done by, and nor treat them in ſuch a 
manner, as they themſelves cannot bear 
with Parience even. from their Maſters. 
With greater reaſon then they ought ro 
govern their Paſſions, and nor take the 
liberry of abuſing their Fellow=Servants 
wich 11l Languaze, or reproachful Names, 
becauſe this is ſtill more provoking, ant 
being the ready way to breed Contention, . 
is direaly contrary to that Charity, which 
the Goſpel demands of chem, 

B 3 A. 
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A Second. Duty, is that cf having Pati- 
ence with. one. another, and niuiually 
bearing with one another's Infirmities. 
For tho' there would not Le much need 
of this, it the former Rule were itrictly 
obſerv'd ; yet fince it cannot be expect- 
ed, bur chas-fome nay be wanting 1n the 
Dury there preſcrib'd, and inſtead of Co- 
ing all wich that. Mcderation and Meck- 
neſs, as isrequir'd, may give Provccattons 
and- great. Uneaiinets to their. Compant- 
ons; hence there 15: & neceſſity,. that all 
Seryants ſhould learn ro. have Patience, 
and bear with one anorher, The General 
Reaſon for this is, becauſe withour obſer- 
ving this Rule, there. can be no poſſibilicy; 
of preſerving that'Peace and. Charity , 
which are neceſlary-in_a Chriſhan Famt- 
I: And this Peace is-ſo-valuable,, both as 
ro «the Public, and in- reſpe&; of every 
Particular Perſon , thac ic is very well 
worth all that Patience, that car: be ne- 
ceflary for maintaining. it; and thoſe, 
who: will not be at the trouble of ir, ſhal} 
certainly be at more trouble tor wane of 
it, 

Such therefore, as will not cake any 
Croſs, Peeviſh cr Snappiſh Word from 
their Fellow-Servants, wichour returning 
itagain in the fame Language of I] Hu- 
mor or Paſſion, have neither the Wiſ- 
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dom of this World, or the next, becauſe 
they will be generally engag'd in Quarrels, 
and ſeldom be ſo peaceable within them- 
ivck as to be 1n a diſpoſicion of ſerving 
God. 

Where-ever there 1s but a moderate 
degree of Prudence, ir will teach Ser- 
vants, for their own Quiet, to bear with 
others. Ir will oblige them to Refle&, 
chat as they themſelves are ſometimes 
out of Humor, ſo may others be fo too ; 
Thar, as they defire others ſhould bear 
wich them, ſo they ought to take their 
rurn, and bear with others: That great 
Allowances are to be given to every Body, 
as to their Particular Humor or Way : 
Thar they are not to expe every one to 
follow rhe Rule they preſcribe ro them- 
ſelves, and judge beſt : That the Peeviſh- 
neſs of others may be the Effe& of ſume 
Indiſpofition of Body or Mind, which 
they would willingly Remedy, but know 
not how : That it may be a greater 
Trouble ro themſelves, than to others, 
whom rhey provoke: That to be 
Angry at ſuch their Weakneſs, is no 
more reaſonable, than ro be Angry be- 
cauſe they Stammer or Squint. - So far 
Comman Prudence will dire& them;and if 
they have any Principles of Chariry or the 
Goſpel, ir will reach them not only this 
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Patience. but likewiſe ro bear with the 
Provccations of Ill-will and Malice, to 
return Gocd for Evil, to pray fcr and 
love their Enemies, And therefore it 
muſt be concluded, that thoſe Servants, 
who will nor patiently bear with the 111 
Humors cr Provocations given them by 
their Companions, but make- returns of 
them, and improve every little Occaſicn 
Into a Ccntenrion or Quarrel, have net- 
ther the Reaſon, which belongs to them, 
as Men, ncr the Virtue, which belongs to 
chem, as Chriſtians. To give no Provoca- 
ions chen is one Part of their Duty, and 
Fo take no Notice of ſuch, as are given, 1s 
the other : One Part without rhe other 
makes bur a Lame Chriſtian : Peace and 
nag cannot be preſery'd withour 
th. 
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Other Duties to Fellsw-ſervants. 


'T Here are ſtill other Rules cf Duties 
for Servants ; as never to difcou- 
rage or diflwade any Fellow-Servant from 
being Diligent in his Duty,or from doing 
any 
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any Service, which he 1s wiliing to per- 
form. This is bur. roo Common a Method 
made uſe of by ſome, tor covering their 
own Careleſs, Slothtul or Exceprious 
Humor. They know, 1t will Retle& up- 
on them, if orhers appear more PunRual. 
in their Service,.or more Ready to com-- 
ply with their Maſter's Orders, than they ; 
and therefore to curoff all fuchArguments, . 
they endeavcr to bring their Companions, . 
and eſpecially New-comers, to their own 
pikch of Idlenels.. Now by tlits Means, 
'tis-rrue, they may be neyer reproach'd 
with. their Companions Extraordinary 
Carc ; but they rakea moſt unwarrant-- 
able way, fince 'tis by Corrupting their - 
Fellow-Szrvants, and . preparing them ro 
become the Objet of their Maſter's diflike. . 
If. they ſhould purpoſely Infet . them 
with a Diſtemper, and by this make them 
unfic for. their Place, ic would not be - 
more Prejudicial ro chem, or more Crimi- 
nal in it (elf; than what they do by this: 
Treacherous Arcince.. 

Azain, Servants are to be careful,;. nct: 
ro give 11] Example to their Compamions, , 
nor to put them - upan doing any- thing 
that may be Prejudicial to thoſe, whom 
they ſerve, ordiſpleating ro God, Upon: 
this Principle, -they are to deeline all. 
Prophane and irreligious Expreſſions, isot . 
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Oaths, Curfing, Swearing, gc. Be- 
cauſe rheſe are of 1] Example, and be- 
tides the Sin, are as a Leſion to others, to 
do the like. . They are ro avoid all ſorts 
of Immodeſt and Filthy Expreſſions, 
Relations, Diſcourſes or Songs, - becauſe 
theſe are direfly Sintul, and have a Mark 
fer upon them by the Apoſtle, as things nor 
ro be nam'd amongſt Chriſtians. They 
are not purpoſely to uſe any ſuch Expret- 
fions, which, having a Double Meaning, 
may be taken im an ill Senſe; for tho' 
this may be intended only forMirrh,yet 'ris 
Fs with Poyton, and may as certain- 
bring Death to the Soul, as if it were 
defign'd ro Kill, They are nor ro uſe 
with their Companions any tuch Freedom 
of Words cr AGtions,which are the Ettedcts 
of Lizhrneſs and Corruption, and carry 
with rhem the evident danzer of Sin ; and 
as for all beyond this, 'tis 1o notoriouily 
Criminal, that it needs no Caution hire. 
They are- not to carry their Companic r< 
into ill Company, or tuch Houſes, where 
they are in danger of being drawn into 
Exceſs. They are nct-to mvite cr per- 
.fwade their Fellow-Servants ro ſuch: 
Diverti{ements, Games or Entertainments, 
which are forbid by the Maſter, or may 
be the Occafion of keeping 11] Hours. 
They axe not to turn Informers agamuit 
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their. Companions, ( except, in ſuch. 
Caſes, where Juſtice or Charity oblige 
them to it.) And itthey carry Stories to 
their Maſters, puſh'd on by a Secret Malice 
or 11-will againſt-any, they in chis Offend 
againſt Charity, and nor only injure their 
Neighbor, bur do a much greater Injury 
to their own Souls, by making God their. 
Enemy, and incurringthe Guilz of ſuch 
a Sin, which cannot be forgiven, bur 
by making Reſtitution for wharever 
wrong they have done. Thisis a Point, 
in which choſe Servants are very much 
concern'd, who having the Ear of their 
Maſter or Miſtreſs, are in the daily Occz*. 
fion of falling into this Sin. And the 
Temptation is ſo great, wherher by their 
own Itch of Talking, or by the Hopes of 
Recommending themſelyes; or- by Flat- 
tering their indifcreet Curioſity, who 
ſeem defirous of Hearing all that. paſſes 
in their Family, that if they have nota 
great Command of themſelves, and as. 
great Ditcretion in Diſtinguiſhing whart is 
fir to be told, and what not, they will 
every Day Offend againſt Charity and Jus. 
ſtice, and by theſe Sins make Void what- 
ever Good they otherwiſe do in Order to 
Salvation, 

Theſe Rules ought. to be. obſerv'd 
with, Care by all ſuch Seryants, as deſire 
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to ſatisfie their Duty ro Gcd and Man. 
And where there is nor this Care, ic can 
be no wonder, it ſuch Servants fall inco 
remarkable Diſorders, and are judg'd by 


all that know them, as unfit for a well 
Diſciplin'd Family. 
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Duties of Servants in regard of 
themſelves. 


Q. Here is one Principal Queſtion yet to 
come; and that is; What are the 
Duties of Servants in Rezard cf themſelves * 
A. One Duty 1s that ct Prayer: Fcr 
this being a Means appointed by Gcd, by 
which Chriſtians are to cbrain ſuch 
Graces and Bleffings, as they daily _ 
muſt be as neceflary for Servants, 2 


for any orher Rank; and the Nezlte&t ot 


i can be eftcem'd no left, than withdraw- 


ing themſelves from the ProteQion of 
Heaven, and Robbing thetr own Souls.of 
thoſe Helps, which are neceſlary for n1a+ 


king them Faithful Servants, and Good 

Chriſtians. 
Q. Hw can they perform this Duty, who 
ave ſo little time to then ſrlnes, and beirg 
generally 
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gener 4lly tir'd, are fitter for Slcep than Pray- 
er * 

A. Let them but make che beſt uſe of 
what Time they have, and God will cer- 

ainly accept ir, as he did the Widows 
Mice, when ſhe had no more to give, 
It cannot be expeRed they ſhould em- 
ploy as much Time in Prayer, as thoſe, 
who have their Hours at Command : 
Bur if they make their Bufineſs the Ex- 
cuſe of their Sloth, and upon rhis pre- 
text, Negle& their Duty to God ; when 
if they were more Careful and Induſtri- 
ous, they might find Time for perfor- 
ming it, they will have God the Judge 
of their Infincerity and Sloth 1n his Ser- 
vice, to whom 1t 1s known, however they 
may hide it from all others. 

All Services are not fo hard as to allow 
no Time fcr Prayer : And if all thoſe Ser- 
vants, who make tl:15 their Excuſe, would 
Examin themſelves, and fee how much 
Time they find every Day for Unneceifary 
Sleepinz, Curious Gazing, Idle Talkin, 
7c. they might ſoon difcover,that 'tis nor 
Exceſs of Buſineſs, bur want of Good- 
Will, is the gencral Occaſion of thcir 
n2t fi1diag Time co Pray : And chat a little 


. more Retojution, with berter Managemenr, 


wouid help chem to all the Time, thar 
£9uld be necefſary for this Dury, Leav- 
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Ing therefore theſe with the Advice of 
being more Induſtrious, I turn to ſuch, 
who are really 1o ſtreightn'd in Time, 
that they cannot find Opportunity to Pray. 
And to theſe I give the following Inſtru- 
ens. | 

Firſt, That they endeavor to be Con- 
ſtanr in ſaying ſome ſhore Prayer in the 
Morning, Ofering themſelves to the Pro- 
retion of God far the following Day, and 
ro be preſerv'd from all Sin. 

Secoadly, That, if by any Accident, 
they are hinder'd in this, they, be careful 
ro ſupply it, by raiſing up their Hearts to 
Gad, even when they are at Work, and 
earneſtly begging che ſyme ProreQion of ' 
him, 

Thirdly, That often in the Day they 
would turn their Thoughts towards God, 
and Speak to him from cheir Hearts, with 
this Aſſurance, that if chey could ſay no 
more, than fuch ſhort Sentences as theſe ; 
Lord have Mercy on me : O God be Merciful 
to me aSinner : Feſus, forgive me my Sins : 
O God, thy Will be done in me : 0 God, de- 
ſend me from all Evil : O God, be thou my 
Comfort and my Strength : O God, Save my 
Soul, &c, ſuch ſhort Prayers ſaid from 
t1e Heart, might find as good acceptance 
with God, as the longer Deyotions of 
theſe, who have more Time, 

Fourthly, 
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Furthly, That they wauld Offer up all 
the Work they do, ro God, Beginning 
ic 19 his Name, and Ending it to his Glo- 
ry : For fince all their Labars are xa. facif- 
fie the Daries ot their Scare, and this 1s 
what God requires of them, they may 
Oiter up to him every Work as done in 
Compliance with his Will, and thus qb- 
ſerve S, Paul's Advice, in Doing their Ser- 
vice with Good-Will as ta the Lord, 

Fifthly, Thar ſince God himſelf enjoin'd 
Labor on Adam and his Poſtericy for the 
Puniſhment of Sin, Gen. 3. 19. they 
would Submit to all cheir Labors, as ro 
the Execution of this Sentence pronaync'd 
by Gcd againſt Sin. 

Sixthly, That as often as they find difh- 
culty in any part of cheir Duty, as in 
Riſing in the Morning, or 1n hard Werk, 
orin doing ſuch things, to which they 
have a diſlike, cr in complying wit 
Humors or Submitring to Paſſions, g5y. 
they would confider, 1c 1s G2ds Will ir 
ſhould be ſo ; that it is tie Puniſhmenr 
God has ſer upon Sin, and upon theſe Mo- 
tives of ſatisfying the Will and Juſtice of 
God, perſwade themſelves ro a ready 
Compitance, and make Nacure bend t© 
thar, ro which it is muſt averſe. 

It theſe Rules be oblery'd, no Sery,art 
need complain for want of Time to Prop b 
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for that by this way, all they do will' be 
Prayer, and become a proper Means for 
obtaining the Divine Grace, and whatever 
other Helps they want of Gecd. 

Only let them Remember to add ths In- 
ſtruction to che: tormer ; Of daily endea- 
voring to Praftice Patience, Humility and 
Meekneſs, amidſt the many Trials and 
Provocations they meet with in their 
Stare, They cannor fail of meeting ſome 
every Day, eircher from thote, whom they 
ſerve, or ftrom their Companions ; and It 
under theſe Trials, they would be mind- 
ful ro Humble chemſelves, to ſuppreſs all 
Impatience, to av-1d Contentons, and 
reccive both the Troubles ar.d Dithculries 
of their Place, as from the Hind of Gad, 
chis Prattice of RHamiliry, Patience and 
Self-denia!, would ſuppty all rhe want of 
Prayer, and fer them on forward 1a their 
Way to Heaven,above any thing etfethey 
can poſſibly do. 

This F moſt earneſtly recommend ro 
Servants, becauſe the grear Arcot Salvari- 
on, is for all Chriſtians to praftice thofe 
Virtues, which par:icularly feem ro be- 
long to their Stare, and- to Advance to- 
wards Heaven in that way, in which 
God ſeems to- call thetr. Now as tle 
Rich arero do this by tioſpirality and 
Alms-2ivmg'; Churcl- men by. being trae 
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to the Duties of cheir Function ; Parents 
by the Care of their Eſtate, Children and 
Family ; che Aﬀidted and Sick by ſub- 
mitting co their Trouble and Pain ; fo 
Servants are to do this by bearing the Bur- 
then of their State, by Pattently, Hum- 
bly and Meekly accepting all rhe Uneaft- 
neſs of ir; ſo that, if they cannor Pray, 
give Alms, &cAike others, they have 
ſtill a way to Heaven, as dire& as any 
others; and there can be no Miſcarriage, 
but becauſe they will not walk in the 
way belonging to their State,and in which 
God calls them to him. 


SECT. VIL 


Other Duties of Servants in re- 
gard of themſelves. 


vV Hen Servants have learnt the pra- 
ice of theſe Rules, their Im» 
provement in the Knowledge of God, and 
in the Senſe of Eternity, will find them 
daily more Time for Prayer : But eſpect- 
ally on Sundays and Holy-days,when having 
ſome Reſt from their ufual Labors, they 
will be Careful-to take che Adyantage of 
ſuch leiſure, by turning thetr —_ y; 
2 


42 
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God,and employing ſome Time 1n Prayer, 
and the Bufineſs of Ecernity, 

This 1s certainly one Duty of Servants, 
as. well as of others, to ſantifie the Lord's 
Day as far as their Circumſtances will per- 
mir, by the Worſhip of God, by Prayer, 
and by carrying on. the Work of their 
Salvation. And becauſe neither Prayer, 
nor any part of. the great Aﬀair of the 
Sou] can be well pertorm'd, without. due 
Inſtruction in. the Chriſtian Dodrin, 
therefore all thoſe Servants, who think 
inearneſt of providing for Eternity, make 
this one Bufineſs of Sundays and Holy- 
days, to be well Inſtrufted in the Princt- 
ples of Chriſtian Do&rin, This they do, 
by conſtantly Ieading ſuch Books, as are 
proper for this End, and by Hearing thoſe, 
who are willing to teach them. And # 
they cannot Read themſelves, they defire 
this Charity of others to Read to them, 
take all Opportunities of hearing Inſtru- 
ions, and follow ſuch as are willigg. © 
give them. Ao 

The Inſtruftion, I here ſpeak of, 
15 not to be. contin'd ro. Catechiſms, byt 
extends to all thoſe Books, which teach 
the Praftice of a Chriſtian Life. The 
DiicuJtics, and Temprarions, and. Diſkra- 


Qtions, which Servants, as well as was 


muſt meet with, oblige them to Rea 
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and Hear ſuch Books cr Inſtructions, that 
by them their Hearrs may be raisd t9- 
wards God, be quicken'd in his Service, 
and be-infpir'd with new  Reſojutions of 
Fighting againſt their own Paſſions and 
Sin, and caretully avoiding all the Qccatt- 
ons of 1t. 

Thaſe, who arenot Conftans- 1n thus 
converſing. with Gocd Books, Neglect 
their own:Souls ; and tho' they are never 
ſo we!ll Inſtrutted, yer if by Reading, 
they do not Revive what they know, thew 
Knowledze is not likely ro bring forth 
much Fruit, bur will be ſmother'd by the 
conrinual Buſineſs, Snares and Diſſipations 
of Life, ſoas to be in danger ot becom- 
ing wholly uſeleſs'in them. 

Hence it muſt be reckon'd a Fault in 
Servants on Sundays and Holy-days, to 
Neglect Reading, or Hearing others Read, 
what may be for their Inſtruction ; and 
as for luch, who, atthat time, Contrive 
purpoſely to be:out of the way, to be 
Sleeping, Converiing, or running Abroad, 
rather than be employ'd in the wanger, 
as the Day requires, and is for their Spi- 
ritua] Goed, there needs no. orher Nark 
to fear the Worſt of them; for as thoſe 
Branches, which receive no Nouriſhment 
from the Root, muſt cerraiply Wirherand 
Die; fo thoſe Chriſtians muſt be in the 
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44. Inſtruftions for 

way ofa Spiritual Death,who make it a Cu- 
ſtom ro deny rhemſelves that Nouriſhmenr 
which 15 Neceflary for cheLite of the Soul. 
Thoſe, then, who are ſubje& ro this il! 
Cuſtom, thro' SIcth or Nezle&, muſt nor 
wonder, if their Iznorance be preat, if 
their Paſſions be violent, if chey are Stran- 
gers to Virtue, if they are Fond of whar 
is Idle and Vicious ; for how can it poſſibly 
be otherwiſe, fince they are careleſs in 
making uſe of thoſe Means, by which 
Knowledge, Strength and Grace, is to be 
Communicated to them ? 


SECT. IK 


More Duties of Servants in re- 
gard of themſelves. 


T Here is ſtill another General Duty they 

owe themſelves, and that 1s, to 
be watchful againſt all Corruption and 
Sin, and more eſpecially againſt that, to 
which they find their Narure moſt: in- 
clin'd; wherher it be Swearing, Lying, 
Back-biting, Quarrelling, filthy Speak- 
ing, unbecoming Familiarities, or what- 
ever elſe ir be,by which God 1s Offended : 
For fince they know, there is no place in 
Heaven 
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Heaven for ſuch Sins, thefe muſt eirher 
be Amended, or elſe they muſt conclude 
themſelves to live in the Diſpleaſure of 
God, and then how vain is the Hope of 
coming to the Poficifion of him ? This 
Work 1s not to be effected, bur by Labor, 
in which they are never to be tird; and 
they, who Work ſo hard for Bread, and 
a Poor Salary, are not to wonder, if Hea- 
ven is to Coſt them ſome Pains. 

But one Principal part in this Work 
confiſts in avoiding the Occafions of Evil, 
by declining their Converſation, who are 
the Encouragers cr Promoters of what 15 
Sinful in them ; and if ir cannot be whol- 
ly declin'd in a Family, they are at leaſt ſo 
to manage their parc, as neither to Con- 
ſent ro, nor Concurr in any thing, that 
is Ofentive t5. Ged. 

It any Fetlow-Servantsare ſubje& to 
Murmur acainſt thoſe, who are over them, 
er azainſt the Alſent:.TF any are ac- 
cuſtom'd to Contencions ; 1f any to Spire- 
ful Whiſperings,-r Mahcious Sugecfiions ; 
it any to Immcdcrate Sonps cr Diſcourt- 
cs; the. rhers, whoare prefer, are n*t, 
any ways, to encourage or approve ſuch 
Sintul Converfaricn ; they are norto ſheiv 
rhemſelves plzas'd with it; but are bound 
ro expreſs their diſlike of ir, cicher by 
leaving the C:mpany,or condemning thar 
Pft!couric up2n the Spar. Thcre 


OE OE IO II—I—_ MES 


—— 


46. Inſtruttions for 


\There can be nothing more neceſſary 
for fo doing, but a Good Will,and a Good 
Reſolution ; ter tho'there maybe greater 
ditficulry in regard of their ' Berrers ; yer 
when all are Equals, any -one may take 
thar Liberty, -as to reprove 'Whatever 1s 
publickly Sinful in 'the reſt ; nay, this 1s ' 
to much rhe-Duty of every one Preſent, 
'Biatto fir ſtill in Silence, while God 1s 
publickly Offended, -and our ' Neighbor 
aiſtly Scandalized, 15 no leſs than concur- 
ring 1n the Sin, and the S1lent Hearers are 
as guilty as che Speakers. I cannot ell, 
how Chriſtians can do otherwiſe, than 
1s here preſcrib'd, and yer excuſe them- 
{elves, as Innocent ; for, I believe, God 
will-admir of no Excuſe, it being Impoſ- 
fible for one, who has a Teal - for God's 
Honor, or his Law, to fit ſtill a Silent 
Witneſs of Companions ſcandaloufly Of- 
fending him, and let them go on with- 
out Reprootf z for ſuch are certainly Trai- 
tors, and not the Servants. of God, who 
can ſtand thus and ſee his Caule betray'd. 

Q. Reprof will be an Encouragement, and 
no Check, to Pe, wh) deſire nothing more, 
than to Vex their Companions, 

A. If a Reproof be given in earneſt, 
and Threats added, if necef{ary, of Publiſh- 
inz their Scandals, by informing thoſe, 
ro whom 1t belongs, a better effect "x 
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be expected. Bur if upon ſufficient Trial, 


there be no Amendment ; the Caſe may 
be ſuch, as co oblige a Servant, ro ſeek 
Remedy by changing Place. 
. When 2 | 

4. When it carries with it the danger 
of Sin; as in a Cuſtom of Immodeſt 
Jeſting, Filrhy Difcourſe, or . roo much 
Freedom in Ation : For the danger of 
Sin is ſo great here, that if expreſſing in 
good eatneſt a diſlike of it has no Effect, 
there is a neceſſity of informing thoſe, 
who have'more Authority ; and- if there 
be no Care taken to reform it, by re- 
moving thoſe, who give the Scandal, I 
know of no other Expedient, but quitting 
the Place ; fince no'Servanr can fatishe a 


good Conſcience if they abide in a Phce, 
where they are daily in danger of being 


drawn 11to Sin. 

Q. What think you then of th:ſe Servants, 
why being in Public Houſes,qnuſt hear all man- 
ner of Lewaneſs, and are daily exposd to the 
Abuſes of every Wiched and Drunken Gueſt 2 

A. I think they rake no Care of theit 
Souls, and by loving danger, are likely 
to Periſh 1n 1t. 

Q. Are there flill any farther Duties un- 
der this Head ? 

A. There is one more, which 15 that 
of making a good uſe of leiſure Hours, 


by 
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by all tar, which is Sinful or Dangercus. 
I except not againſt Tnnocent Mirth ar 
any time, when 1t 1s no hindrance ro 
their Dutv, ncr againſt Innccent Re- 
creation ag Times allow'd chem : But Cor- 
ruption 15 ſo general, and the Tempra- 
tion of Idle Hours ſo great, that if Ser- 
vants are not very Cautious, they may 
be eaſily drawn into variety of Snares. 

The Firſt Snare is in Converſacion, 
which is ſubjeft ro many Evils already 
mention'd ; as to Pack-biting the Abſent, 
Murmurinsz againſt Superiors, Immodeſt 
Sungs, Immodeſt Stories or Diſcourſe, and 
to Freedoms, which are of the worſt Con- 
ſequence. Thoſe, who are not Reſolute 
in avoiding the Evils of this Snare, whe- 
therat Home cr Abroad, bur give En- 
couragement to them, either direRly, or 
by roo much eafineſs in complying, can- 
not be Gocd Chriſtians, and are in the 
way to Ruin ; and this much more, it 
rhey are fcr finglinz out thoſe, whoſe 
Principles are nor Good, and ſeem Fond 
of Corner-converſation, 

Another Snoare is 11 Div:rtiſements or 
Entertainments; and under this Head [ 
bring all chofe Inc:venicncies, t> which 
grear numbers ar? exp*-sd, eſpecially 
Clerks of the Law,and apprentices: thoſe, 
who ſhutting up Siiop early, and bcing 

nor 
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not tied to the ſtri& Diſciplin ofa Fami- 
Iy, haveſome Hours, every Night, to 
diſpoſe of. And here how' many the 
Miſchiefs are, let it be reckon'd, not by 
Imaginary Fears, but by Example : By 
the Example of thoſe,, who affeQting a 
Genteel Air, have found Company to be 
Early Fops,and have been made ſo Airy, 
as never more to be Serious enough 
for Buſineſs : By the Example of thole, 
who being drawn into Gaming, have 
beenſoon Bubbled out of all their Stock, 
and by defrauding their Maſter, have 
kept up the Credit of their Broken For- 
. tune: By the Example of thoſe, who be- 
ing engag'd in Clubs, have been Cor- 
rupted wath all that is Lewd and Vici- 
ous: By the Example of thoſe, who being 
charm'd with Wit, have been taught to 
laugh at all that is Sacred : By -the Ex- 
ample of thoſe, who Fond of Muſic,and 
Balls, could never more Reliſh the dull 
Buſineſs of the Desk or the Shop. 

Let the number be taken of thoſe, 
who being ſurpriz'd in this Snare,have 
prov'd the Aﬀiaion of their Parents, 
the Scandal! of their Church, the Cor- 
rupters of Youth, and then ir will ap- 
pear, of how great Conſequence it 1s, 
that all of this Rank ſhould be careful 
in thebetter uſe of _ leiſure —_ 

ce 
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ſince of the vaſt number, that become 
loſt to all that is Honorable and Good, 
I believe there is ſcarce One in Ten, 
but what muſt derive his Ruin from 
the want of this Care. And while the 
Proof of this Miſchief 1s ſo great, 
be no leſs than the Preſumption ©. 
Madneſs for Apprentices, &c. to put 
themſelves in the way of this General 
Ruin, by abuſing their leiſure Time, 
and to pretend there is nodanger in it. 
I think I need add no more on this 
or any other Head, but having given 
theſe hints to Servants, of the Duties | 
of their State, and of the Difficulties be- 
longing to it, I leave them with this 
Encouragement ; That tho' their Con- 
dition be but Mean, and their Life 
Difficult, yet they are-as capable of 
Salvation, as any other State of Chri- 
ſtians: Let them but be Faithful in 
their Duties to God, and to thoſe 
whom they ſerve, and be watchful a-_ 
gainſt the Corruption.of Sin, and they 
will find God their Eternal Recom- 
pence, who without reſpe& of Perſons 
1s the Reward of all that are Good, 
whether Bond or Free, /.- 
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